Rule of law Notes
JUDICIAL REVIEW – Whether the Supreme Court of the United States has the power, under Article III, Section 2, of the Constitution, to interpret the constitutionality of a law or statute passed by Congress.
That it is the power of the Court not only to interpret the constitutionality of a law or statute but also to carry out the process and enforce its decision. 
Despite there being no mention of such power in the Constitution, since 1803, our Nation has assumed the two chief principles of this case: 
That when there is a conflict between the Constitution and a federal or state law, the Constitution is supreme; and that it is the job of the Court to interpret the laws of the United States.
WRIT OF MANDAMUS- a court order to a government agency, including another court, to follow the law by correcting its prior actions or ceasing illegal acts.
JUDICIAL ACT OF 1789- 1789 law that created the Judicial Branch of the federal government. Among the things provided for in the Act: 
· the number of members of the Supreme Court (6) : today the number of members of the Supreme Court is (9) 

· the number of lower district courts (13) 

· the idea that the Supreme Court can settle disputes between states 

· the idea that a decision by the Supreme Court is final.
THE FEDERALISTS- the Federalists wanted a strong central government and had little interest in states' rights. The Federalists leaders were politicians such as George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and John Adams.
THE DEMOCRATIC- REPUBLICANS- One of the first two American political parties, together with the Federalist Party. Founded by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Members of the Democratic-Republican Party believed that a strong federal government would weaken and not respect the rights of the states and the people.
SUPREME COURT OPINION- a written opinion on a case argued in front of the Supreme Court that explains the reason or legal ruling that the Supreme Court justices voted for.
LANDMARK CASE- ONCE A COURT CASE HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT CANNOT BE OVERTURNED AND BECOMES KNOWN AS A PRECEDENT, OR AS A STANDARD OF LAW. OCCASIONAL CASES HEARD BY THE COURT BECOME KNOWN AS LANDMARKS, OR CASES OF THE UPMOST IMPORTANCE TO AMERICANS. SUCH CASES MAY BE USED IN FUTURE SITUATIONS TO PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE RULE OF LAW.
