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Background

Following the 9/11 attacks on America, Congress overwhelmingly passed the USA PATRIOT Act (Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism) as a means for protecting the country from future attacks by providing law enforcement officials with new tools to fight terrorism. Among them are the power to track Internet communications, wiretap phone and computer communications, obtain search warrants for e-mail and voicemail communications, and the ability to access personal records and information without any proof that an individual has committed a crime. These new powers have led to controversy because many feel the USA PATRIOT Act violates the basic civil liberties established by the U.S. Constitution, particularly those related to privacy and First and Fourth Amendment rights. As a result, many local and state governments have passed resolutions against the Act, and the ACLU has taken legal action against various provisions of the law. What has emerged is a debate and a power struggle between the right to personal civil liberties and the need for national security.
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